mantic component for semantic interpretation. For example, the use of the verb barked is understood in its relationship to the noun phrase the dog; the verb frightened, whose lexical features include taking an animate object, is readily interpreted in its connection with the object him. The transformational component, then, converts the dog barked into the barking dog since one of the features of the verb bark indicates that it can be changed to an adjectival form. The barking dog is, in tum, embedded in a sentence, he knew something. The sentence is further transformed into the phrase his knowledge of the barking dog, which now functions as the subject of the surface sentence His knowledge of the barking dog frightened him.
One of the most important assertions
